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Cheers to Soleil’s birthday issue!

Annotations of the new  School of Arts and Sciences logo

The SAS LOGO  is primarily circu-
lar in its form and majesty depicting
the eternal of the goal of the institu-
tion, the Divine Word College of Laoag.
This Catholic institution has the goal
of envisioning the members to be truly
educative and evangelizing community
who face life's challenges with dignity
and participate actively in the
upliftment of life. The colors on the
other hand, depict the mission of the
institution. The brick color red sym-
bolizes forthright spirit of  hardwork,
teamwork, innovativeness, individual
excellence and expertise, while the
school colors, blue, yellow and white,

symbolize the community's dynamic
and professional foundation that val-
ues integrity, honesty, and social re-
sponsibility.

Specifically, such immortalizes the
goal of the School of Arts and Sciences
to shape responsive and competent in-
dividuals to be trailblazers and soci-
etal leaders equipped with the neces-
sary liberal, scientific, and applied
knowledge, skills, attitudes, and in-
sights who will meet the demands of
the ever-changing world.

Embraced in the immortal circle
are: the cross, a scale, an atomic struc-
ture, a quill, a book, laurel leaves, and

the sun.
The CROSS placed at the center is

a reminder to all the members of the
community to put God in the center of
their lives.

The SCALE , which is a time-hon-
ored emblem of judicial impartiality,
supreme integrity, represent the Legal
Management and Political Science pro-
grams of the school. These programs
aim to train proficient individuals to
be critical thinkers, to practice justice,
peace, truth and love in their social,
scholastic, and spiritual endeavors.

The Daltonian ATOMIC STRUC-
TURE  symbolizes the primordial goal
of the Science programs of the school
to produce scientific minds and func-
tion as prime movers in the preserva-
tion and improvement of life forms, in
consonance with the efforts to relive
out natural and ecological environ-
ment.

The SUN, QUILL, BOOK and the
LAUREL LEAVES  entail the Mass
Communication and English programs
of the school that mould dedicated and
unswerving individuals to be champi-
ons of mass press who will serve as
channels of communication for pur-
poses of development and the resound-
ing voice of the people in the exercise
of their rights to be fervid participants
in the noble task of nation-building.
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SOLEIL  (so-ley) is the French word for
SUN.  The sun, as we all know, radi-
ates light to the world, breathes life into
God's creation and balances warmth
in our environment.  Likened to the sun
is the name of the School of Arts and
Sciences' newly conceived paper,
SOLEIL .

The paper shall be an avenue to con-
tinuously bring light to our DWCL com-
munity on issues surrounding us such
as social, spiritual and political aspects
of life; it will also manifest life to the
members of the community by way of
opening doors to expressing different
points of view and its warmth shall be
felt through light moments of reading
anecdotes experienced in DWCL.  The
paper shall come out quarterly start-
ing this month.

This birth issue contains articles, news
briefs, anecdotes and essays written by
selected faculty members of the School
of Arts and Sciences.   It also includes
snapshots of curricular and non-cur-
ricular activities conducted in the pre-
vious months. Since it is the first, we
decided to come out with a magazine
layout as a way of celebrating an ac-
complishment that has long been
planned.

Now, we want to share this moment:
Why not get into a quiet corner, pull a
comfy chair, snuggle up and indulge
with us.

Savor and enjoy reading!!!

FERNAN, ELO, JAMES and TING
LEAGUE  OF WRITERS
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NEWSBRIEFS

Divinians actively partici-
pated in the week-long search
for the First Iron Divinian-Laoag
held on September 28 to Octo-
ber 2, 2009.

The suport was over-
whelming as shown by the par-
ticipation of pupils and stu-
dents of the different depart-
ments from the grade school to
the college level. Different
contested events were Battle
Spelling, Battle Quiz Bee,
Battle Math, Battle R eader's
Theater, and Battle Speech
Choir.

Iron Divinian - Laoag hopes
to discover students with aca-
demic potentials who in turn
can represent the school in
various academic events. Re-
lated to this, said competition
is seen to enhance friendly
competition among students.

Grade VI pupil Cristina
Callangan topped the Battle
Spelling against other contend-

Mass Communication stu-
dents attended the 4th Annual
Convention of Journalism and
Mass Communication Students
in the Philippines last August 2,
2009.

The conference featured
keynote speakers from differ-
ent media organizations such
as BBC World news anchor Rico
Hizon, ABS-CBN Senior Police
Beat Reporter Doland Castro,
TV5 anchor Cheri Mercado, and
DZMM reporter Noel Alamar.

According to COMGUILD's
official website, the confer-
ence was participated by
nearly 1,700 students, deans,
and professors over 55 colleges
and universities in the P hilip-
pines.

COMGUILD President Jenni-
fer Cruz said "the crowd was
more than we projected, the
speeches and lecture were very
engaging, and the interaction
among the speakers, panelists,
and students were very dy-
namic."

The event was highlighted
by the awarding of the Best

Male and Female News Pre-
senter of the Year and Best
Male and Female Field Re-
porter of the Year.
The recipients were Mel
Tiangco of GMA 7 (Best Female
News Presenter of the Year),
Julius Babao of ABS CBN (Best
Male News Presenter of the
Year), Jiggy Manicad of GMA 7
(Best Male Field Reporter of
the Year), and Ces Orena-
Drilon of ABS-CBN (Best Fe-
male Field Reporter of the
Year).

The conference had the
theme "Media Ethics and So-
cial Responsibilities in the So-
ciety" and aimed to further
develop the students' interest
in mass media communica-
tions as they prepare them-
selves for the challenging yet
very highly fulfilling career as
media practitioners.

The conference was
hosted by GMA 7's Raffy Tima
and Bernadette Reyes and
ABS-CBN's Joey Villarama and
Cecille Lardizabal.

Meanwhile, the Political

SAS spearheads First Iron Divinian Laoag

AB students attend COMGUILD Conferences

Students also attended the 2nd
Annual Conference of Criminol-
ogy and Political Sciences Stu-
dents in the Philippines last
September 20, graced by Phil-
ippine National Police Director
General Chief Jesus Versoza as
the guest of honor.

Panel of speakers were NBI
Special Action Unit Chief, Atty.
Angelito Magno, Mr. Gus
Abelgas-SOCO host-(ABS-CBN
2), P/SUPT. Ruby Grace  S.
Diangson-Chief Medico-Legal,

ers from Grades 4 to 6.
Accountancy student Aileen
Agtang emerged as the cham-
pion in the Battle Quiz Bee
bested other representatives
from the different schools.

Rogelio Simeon of the

School of Business and Accoun-
tancy ruled in the Battle Math.

The School of Business and
Accountancy (MWF, 1:00 - 2:00)
Filipino 1 class of Prof. Rosario
Claudia Corcuera dislodged
other participants in the Battle

Reader's Theater with their  in-
terpretation of the piece Ang
Kalupi ni Benjamin O. Pascual.

The SE and SAS  (MWF, 2:00
- 3:00) Speech and Oral Com-
munication class of Mr. James
Bandayrel dominated the
Battle Speech Choir. With their
version of Chicago, the group
got the judges nod and was de-
clared the champion. The
speech choir competition is an
annual activity of the Speech
and Oral Communication
classes.

The long week search for
the First Iron Divinian -Laoag
in different events was spear-
headed by the School of Arts
and Sciences in cooperation
with the different organiza-
tions - Liberal Arts Students
Association, Mass Communica-
tion Society, Political Science
Society, and Divine Union of
Mathematics Students.

Atty. Joseph  F. Capistrano-
Ombudsman Assistant Special
Prosecutor II , Mr . Jiggy
Manicad-GMA Correspondent,
and Hon, Ernesto Pineda-DOJ
Undersecretary.

Divine Word College of
Laoag was the only participat-
ing school from Ilocos Norte.

Both conferences were or-
ganized by Comguild Center for
Journalism and were held at
the AFP Theater, Camp
Aguinaldo in Quezon City.

The Masscom students. Photo courtesy of COMGUILD.

The organizers, winners, and some participants of the Search for the
First Iron Divinian Laoag with SAS dean, Prof. Libertine R. Macaspac.
Photo courtesy of Marc Renell Rafael.
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The international community was
shocked when typhoon Ondoy flooded
several areas in Metro Manila and other
nearby provinces. The wrath of Ondoy
affected both the rich and the poor.
Many houses, cars, and other valuable
properties were damaged and lost.

Because of the catastrophe, many
Fil ipinos here and abroad were
touched. Each was moved to once
again rekindle the spirit of bayanihan .

Hollywood stars joined the call of
helping the victims of the typhoon.
Demi Moore, Ricky Martin, Josh
Groban, even writer Paulo Coelho,
through their Twitter account, asked
their fans and followers to donate for
the Filipino victims.

Demi Moore wrote in her Twitter
account: "Typhoon victims in Philip-
pines in dire need of food/clothing. Call
the American Red Cross to help.
18004357669."

Ricky, in his Twitter account
posted: "If u want help the victims of
the typhoon Ondoy/Philippines go here
ttp://ow.ly/riCU quieres ayudar?
directamnt a la cruz roja en philipnas."

Josh Groban, in his Twitter ac-
count reads: "The situation in the Phil-
ippines is becoming very dire. this is a
good way to start helping. http://
www.redcross.org.ph/"

In the Philippines, businessmen,
students, actors and actresses, and
ordinary citizens were good Samaritans
when they donated and pledged cash
and in kinds to the victims. Others vol-
unteered to help in the repacking of
relief goods to GMA 7's Kapuso Foun-
dation, ABS-CBN's Sagip Kapamilya
and other government and non-govern-
ment organizations, an expression of
concern to their fellowmen.

Text and e-mail brigades were non-
stop encouraging everyone to pray for
the victims. Scenes flashed on televi-
sion were real footages and not a splice
from your favorite teleserye.

This was also the time for a simple
Juan dela Cruz to the like of Richard
Gutierrez, Jericho Rosales, Ryan
Agoncillo and wife Judy Ann Santos,
Raymart Santiago to roll up their
sleeves and joined forces in the search,
rescue, and retrieval operations even
if they know that their lives were also
at risk. The inmates of the Bilibid
Prison skipped a meal to be able to
donate sacks of rice, boxes of canned
goods and other basic needs for the ca-
sualties. Schools, churches, and even
the Malacanang Palace opened doors
for the evacuees. Others shared their
homes for their neighbors to have a
place to lay their heads.

Kindness was a virtue when a man
saved his enemy's family from being
drowned. This made way for their rec-
onciliation. But there were those who
rescued others but they themselves lost
their lives. These and more were the
sacrifices showed by different individu-

BY FERNANDO  C. A GUDO

ONDOY AND PEPENG EXPOSED THE BEST AND
WORST AMONG INDIVIDUALS

PHOTOS  COURTESY  OF NEWS .YAHOO .COM

...to page 7
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als in their quest to help the victims.
So many have became heroes because
of their noteworthy deeds in helping
their kababayan .

Despite the heroic acts, others were
apathetic. Some evacuees in one of the
schools in Metro Manila destroyed the
teachers' visual aids, stole electric fans,
broke chairs and tables, and misman-
aged their trash, in short, made the
evacuation center a disaster.

Others created issues against
people who risked their lives while res-
cuing others, battling rough waters just
to be able to save those who were at
the rooftop of their houses. Still oth-
ers, not contented, sent text messages
discrediting the relief operations that
were conducted. Worst, insensitive and
heartless human beings took advan-
tage of the situation and managed to
steal from the typhoon victims' houses.

Northern Luzon was not spared
from a disaster when typhoon Pepeng
hit the area. A day after typhoon sig-
nal #3 was raised over Ilocos Norte and
other provinces; I have learned that a
public official from a certain town was
looking for typhoon victims who will be

recipient of relief goods. But then, I also
learned that the requirement in order
for an individual to receive a relief good,
the roof must be first destroyed! Pity
those who were affected but whose roof
remains intact.

There was also a report from a ra-
dio station in the city that relief distri-
bution in one of the barangays in Laoag
City was postponed because the "rich"
in that area complained of not receiv-
ing something that is due for the poor
typhoon victims. Sadly, those people
who are expected the most to lend a
hand are the ones adding insult to in-
jury.

Typhoons Ondoy and Pepeng
brought not only damages in the coun-
try but also revealed the best and the
worst among individuals. But blessed
are those who helped their neighbors
without expecting something in return
because the One Above will take charge
over them.

Did these typhoons reveal the best
in you or expose the worst side of you?
Pick your choice and send your com-
ments to right_key_23@yahoo.com.

�

�

By Sr. M. Darlene C. Pardillo, fdz

O Divine and Merciful
Lord Jesus, at the sight of
the many distressed poor
people in your time, the Most
Compassionate Heart was
moved with and you said
“Come to me all you who are
weary and find life burden-
some and I will refresh you,
for I am gentle and humble
of heart.”  [Mt. 11:28]

Lord we trust in your
words, and we come to you
with humble pleading hearts
for the well beiang of our
brothers and sisters who
now experienced a great tur-
moil in life brought by recent
typhoons. So much grief that
bows their hearts; so much
tear drops that shed as they
gaze at the storms in their
life.

We beseech, you, hear us
as we bundle up all our
troubles before you. Please,
calm every hurt and pain of
your people, open every
heart with the help of your
Holy Spirit, to welcome the
light of your presence and
eyes to see the light of hope
flickering ahead of them as
they struggle to build up
again thier tomorrow.

O Mary, Mother of Per-
petual Help, aid us with your
prayers to bring back our
broken land to the loving
Father.

Amen.

PRAYER FOR THE
TYPHOON VICTIMS

Ondoy and Pepeng...from page 4
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I was trying to window-
shop for a guitar somewhere
in the highly populated
places in downtown Manila
when I spotted this really re-
ally cool sunburst painted
Ibanez electric guitar. Imme-
diately, I began to daydream.
Fans swarming below the
stage, screaming my name
as loud as they can while I
blow their heads out with my
awesome rocking powers. I
also imagined my hair to be
like Slash's in Guns and
Roses, too, to add a little ef-
fect. Thankfully, I did not
drool. I did, however, pop a
vein in my eye after seeing
the price of the guitar.

I decided to save money
for it as hard as I can. I have
set aside a considerable

amount in order for me to
last for the whole week. But
everything changed once I
have stepped inside the
gates of the school. My
money became like a tube of
Pringles, once you pop, you
can't stop. I kept spending
like there was no tomorrow.
The reason? Almost everyone
is a heavy spender.

When you go buy some-
thing for yourself, especially
food, it is not actually exclu-
sive for you. You buy it for
everyone else. If that's the
case, better buy one for ev-
ery mouth that is present
and WILL BE present. There
will be dialogues such as:
"Ala, sino ti ag-birthday? Di
kay lang agay-ayaben" ;
"Nagimas ta maang-angot ko.

Sino akinpaala daytoy?"
(while scooping already a
bowl of soup). When such
dialogues arise, you can't
help but invite the person to
dig-in. It is probably in our
blood to invite everyone es-
pecially on matters of the
stomach. You only have a
tiny piece of puto pie with
you, but it is as if you are
asking the whole barangay
to join you eat.

 With this, it is also pos-
sible to take advantage of the
situation. One technique is
to keep quiet, then strike
when the time is right. Like
a hyena looking for an easy
meal, it bounces out of no-
where and takes away the
unfortunate animal's food.
We don't only have hyenas

but also vultures. These are
the persons who take out a
sack full of leftovers. You
can't miss them; just think
of Santa, his large belly and
his humungous sack, that's
them. Ho! Ho! Ho! I won't
have to cook dinner!

Because of a lot of ex-
penses, some people do not
want to share what they
have anymore. They clasp
their hands tightly, hide, eat
alone or wish, wait and ask
for things that are free. For
example, you could hear dia-
logues like this: "Anat
mameryenda idiay program/
meeting?" ; "Sino ti
agpameryenda?" ; and the all
time favorite,  "Sir/Maam,
agilibre ka man."  (with a beg-
ging tone or a joking one).
Are we getting cheaper? Are
we all getting poorer and
poorer? Where has the
money gone to? Should we
now beg for food?

RELIEF GOODS, ANY-
ONE?

Peace Yo!

Relief goods, anyone?
JAMES  M. B ANDAYREL

� �
BY M ARIA  CONSUELO  E. R UPISAN

SURVIVING  COLLEGE  101
I have been thinking

about writing this article for
sometime already but I al-
ways thought about how
students would react to it.
Somehow, my tolerance level
had reached its peak and I
need to unburden myself of
it.

Back in college, my
classmates and I were never
scolded about being foolish.
Nobody dared to speak non-
sense during class discus-
sion because we knew we'll
put ourselves in big trouble.
My professors taught us the
value of independence and
hard work. These character-
istics ultimately guided me
in surviving college.

What are the means of
surviving college? I hope stu-
dents would take time to
read and put to heart these
tips in surviving college:

Be independent.  I am

not saying that you are not
to keep friends, but, make
sure that you are in control
of your time. College is the
time students are able to
prove themselves. This is the
best time to maximize your
freedom. Attend your
classes, finish your require-
ments, read your lessons
ahead of time and have fun
during weekends. Never get
extra-curricular activities get
in your way during week-
days. It will hamper good
study habits.

Good Time Manage-
ment.  I always make it a
point to incorporate time
management when I begin
discussing for English 001
subject. Managing time is
very important in college. I
get mad when students
come to me and ask for an
extension of the deadline for
a certain requirement. This
would show that their stud-
ies in not their priority. Poor

time management leads to
unimpressive class perfor-
mance.

Follow Rules and Regu-
lations . I didn't know what
community service is until I
came to Divine, literally.  I
was proud of wearing my
uniform in college though we
were constantly mocked by
students from other univer-
sities. Well, my uniform
made me looked like a maid.
But I was proud student of
CEU so I wear my uniform
four days a week. I brought
with me my PE uniform and
change only during PE class.
I never saw any student
roaming around the campus
in his/her PE uniform.

Be Courteous.  Hey,
when you pass-by in be-
tween people, please say ex-
cuse me. Where have all
your values gone? Do not
smile either to replace that
simple excuse me. Just say

it. Thank you.

Observe Proxemics.
Alcazar, et. al, proxemics
stands for the way people
communicate by their use of
space in relation to other
people. Maintain a safe dis-
tance when talking with your
teachers. Do not touch us as
if we're close friends. We do
not want to be charged with
sexual harassment. We
know our limitations. Please
observe yours.

Mind your words.
Though we can accommo-
date your friendly gestures,
do not forget that we are still
your teachers and you are
our dear students. Address
your teachers properly and
we'll respect each other.

This summed up the
things I earnestly wanted to
impart. If at one point I got
your attention, please email
mariaconsuelorupisan@yahoo.com.
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losing daddy

I lost my Dad  when I was thirty years old,
a career woman,  somehow anchored to
my own beliefs and principles  and single.
It was painful and came too fast.  P ainful
because he left when everything was pre-
pared for his heart operation at the P hil-
ippine Heart Center.  He died of aneurysm
in the stomach (others could have it in the
brain or the ankle) - a disease he's been
diagnosed of (that's why the need of an
immediate operation) that doctors termed
the afflicted as a 'W ALKING TIME BOMB".
The doctors explained it to us saying that
aneurysm has something to do with the
essential veins leading to the heart that
has been worn and torn and needs to be
repaired and get them back to their nor-
mal functioning.  Simply put, it is like a
rubber band that can be snapped off and
stash away your life at any time, thus the
term "walking time bomb".  My Dad did
not make it to the operation scheduled
one day after his death.  The family was
blown away----you could just imagine how
it felt !  it came too fast because he just
retired from a banking job he committed
and devoted three decades of his life.  He
looked forward to his retirement and he
was just starting to enjoy its benefits when
suddenly everything  vanished into thin air .

letting go of mama

Mama, on the other hand, has been diag-
nosed of diabetes mellitus due to depres-
sion with Dad's sudden loss and was even
aggravated  when we lost our ancestral
home.  It was the time when bank loan
interests soared and ate up much of busi-
ness profits.  Yes, it is true that one truly
gets sick and even worst, dies, because of
depression.  At first, I thought it was just
a myth until it happened to Mama.

My Mom underwent too many trials in life
that slowly consumed her health.  Have
you ever heard of diabetic coma?  It is
when one has the lowest blood sugar level
that he becomes too weak to do anything
but slips into a very , very deep sleep last-
ing for three days and if he does not wake

up after 72 hours, he might die.  Mama
suffered that.  What about hysteria ?  Oh
no, it is not what you think when one loses
his sanity and goes berserk.  It is a medi-
cal jargon referring to a patient who yields
and just let go of his life - not responding
to medicines, internal organs are not func-
tioning properly , etc.  And mama had that,
too.

What about cirrhosis of the liver ? I guess
you are familiar with it-but my mama’ s
case was different because she was not
alcoholic! Cirrhosis of the liver could be
triggered by diabetes mellitos that slowly
hits the vital organs (heart, liver , kidney
or lungs) after 10-15 years of acquiring the
disease.  Mom's liver was hit and the doc-
tors say it could eventually lead to cancer
of the liver .  It did, towards the end, but
she kept mum about her pains.  We knew
she was not well during the last year of
her life.  I remember , whenever we let her
speak before us every Christmas dinner,
she would always say:  I love you all my
children, but let me say , this will be my
last Christmas with you.   These lines ran
in her speeches since 2006 and it came
true when she last said it in Christmas
2008.  My heart wrenches whenever I re-
member that moment: her favourite co-
logne wafted in the air , well coiffed hair ,
perfect eyebrows and rosy lips, but her
eyes looked sad, she was weak but tried
very hard to show us that she's okay, she
always put on her best self whenever we
are around and she has always been well-
dressed and fully made up since we were
children and, much more when Dad was
still around! Mama finally succumbed to
life when she had a bad fall, ended up bed-
ridden for almost a month. She spent her
last days stating her last requests when
she was still able to talk, saying her last
goodbyes, receiving the last sacrament,
listening to our remorseful voices, our
confessions in life and our goodbyes full
of love and affection.  W e were in her
death bed until she breathed her last, it
was a very touching moment and it was
really hard for me to let go of her---memo-

ries flashed back when she was in her
healthy years, cooking for us, bathing us,
disciplining us, teaching us to respect, to
be responsible and to be resilient in every
way we can.  When she was breathing her
last,  I knew in my heart I will miss her
terribly , her hugs, her words of wisdom,
her laughters, her smell, her speeches over
Christmas dinner.....

sense of empathy

I am now an orphan,  but unlike an or-
phaned child, I was lucky to have my par-
ents by my side in the prime years of my
life.  In our daily lives, we deal with stu-
dents and maybe one or two out of the
forty students we have, are orphaned --
empathize and spend some time with that
person who surely needs someone like you
to listen to their pains, their dreams, and
maybe someone to help answer their dif-
ficult questions in life;  or teach them how
to have FAITH in God even in the darkest
hours.

life’ s lessons

During our difficult times , my siblings and
I almost lost our FAITH.  If we picture how
we held on to our faith, it would be like
two persons - one almost about to fall on
a cliff reaching out to the other one on
top of a cliff; one false move, and one of
them or both of them drop dead. W e held
family meetings every so often, we drew
strength from each other and we fervently
prayed.  We kept on believing that God
has His perfect reason for such a challenge.
We do not have much though when it
comes to material wealth but we surely
have abundant wealth in prayers, solidar-
ity and hope.  It's true - PRAYERS ARE POW-
ERFUL - we felt it as a family , not just
once but many times over.  And it is also
true, that your F AMILY GIVES YOU
STRENGTH TO HOLD ON.

God, indeed had His reasons, He wanted
to send a message to what we have gone
through as a family:  W e are his instru-
ments to share to you that a family should
put God in the centre of their lives and He
will do the rest; He will surely make a way .
If you are in the midst of trials, do not
ever forget to pray and that you have a
family to turn to, no matter how small it
is, no matter how complicated they could
be, no matter how far apart you may be,
they will always be there for you.

TRUST IN GOD, He is waiting for you to
discover the true essence of FAMILY.
Spend more precious moments with your
family -- TREASURE THEM AND LOVE THEM
LIKE GOD DOES TO YOU.

If you are still sceptical, watch CHRISTIAN,
THE LION over YOUTUBE and you will cer-
tainly be convinced.

BY L IBERTINE  R. M ACASPAC

i am an orphan
ow I can truly empathize  with orphaned children.  I am in my early forties,
but it still pains me to know that I am already orphaned...how much more to
a child who has the sheer innocence of dealing with the world's harsh reali-
ties without  his parents?  Can you imagine, how devastating that could be?

N



The Eleven Crystal Balls

One dark night a man looked
at the heavens and saw the beautiful
patterns of light created by the
stars. “I will have hundreds
of stars to light the ceiling of my
house,” he said.

But the stars were too far away
and seemed very small. So the man
said, “I will have a dozen moons
instead.”

The moons were beautiful to behold,
and gave plenty of light. But they
were inconstant. At times there were
quarter moons, at times half moons,
and only during few days a month did
the full moons come out in all their
splendor to light the heavens.

The man said, “I will fetch the
sun to light my house.” The sun was
bright and hot, and exuded a
masculine beauty far above the rest
of heavenly bodies.

So the man ordered crystal balls and hung
them on the ceiling of his house to
symbolize the sun. And he chose, not one
or two, but eleven crystal balls of various
sizes, because eleven made a beautiful
pattern of light.

The crystal balls lighted the house at night,
and their light patterns were a   beauty to
behold from near and far, as far even as the
gatehouse.

This made the man extremely happy and he
said,
“All those who live in this house are like the
suns in the heavens. They came to this
house
to share their light with their fellowmen, to
make their lives bright and happy.”

A STORY  TOLD

BY R OSALINDA  GALARPEZ

INSPIRED  BY : F R. L OURE  L APUS , SVD
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There were around fifty delegates (stu-
dents, faculty and personnel) from
Laoag who joined the celebration of 100
years of SVD presence in the Philip-
pines. Luckily, I was one of them who,
in one way or another, has become a
part of the SVD history. On one hand,
it is a far-fetched idea that I would be
included in the pages of their history
journals, books and what-have-you,
since I never had the chance to do
photo-ops with the holy ones (there
were hundreds of them!). On the other
hand, it would be a delightful idea to
write memoirs of that special day and
so, here goes:

Saturday, August 22
1:30 pm

The Laoag delegates took off on a quite
comfortable bus wondering what is in
store for them in Abra in the coming
hours.

4:30 pm

The delegates arrived safely in Abra and
went straight to St. James the Elder
Parish Rectory where everyone would
be informed of their “home destina-
tions.” The females (two each) were
assigned foster parents to take care of
them while the males were deployed in
certain schools to spend the night.

6:30 pm

I finally met my foster parent – MS.
ISABELITA ASTUDILLO, a petite
woman who never runs out of cheerful
smiles, no wonder she looks much
younger than her age. She lives in a
family compound and she is the sister
of Fr. Freddie Astudillo, the parish
priest of Banna, Ilocos Norte. Every-
one in the family, warmly welcomed us
including their priest guest, Fr. John
Ho, SVD (we’ve gained a priest friend).
We were served lechon paksiw ,
pinakbet , and rellenong bangus for din-
ner. We had the chance to get to know
each other and I found later that
Manang Isabelita has formed a chorale
group, the Abra Capitol Chorale Group,
and has been performing in some parts
of the Philippines.

7:30 pm

Delegates were hied off to DWC
Bangued gym for the cultural show

which has been collaboratively pre-
pared by the different SVD schools in
the Northern Province. The show en-
titled THE PHOTOGRAPH ran for two
and a half hours featuring the local
talents of the SVD’s lay partners.

The show traced how Abra became the
cradle of SVD missionary work in the
Philippines through dances (popular,
retro, and ethnic) songs, monologues,
and black light and multimedia pre-
sentations.

DWCL’s Performing Arts Guild black
light presentation was the most ap-
plauded.

It was also my first time to get a good
glimpse of the SVD Superior General,
Rev. Fr. Antonio Pernia, the first Asian/
Filipino superior general. He has a
striking resemblance to Al Pacino, the
Italian actor. He is fair skinned which
he must have taken from his southern
roots; and looks serene and calm. If
my instincts serve me right, he could
be in his late fifties or early sixties.
When it was time for him to deliver his
message, he kept it short and simple.

As the show progressed, the growth
and development of SVD Mission un-
folded which kept the audience capti-
vated and watched with awe. It was an
inspiring story of two groups (Abrenos
and SVD priests) who envisioned a
Christian community a hundred years

ago. Their steadfast faith and determi-
nation are now celebrated today-re-
membering, rejoicing and renewing the
SVD Missionary Works not only in
ABRA but also the entire Philippines.

11:30

Our foster parent fetched us and we
spent the rest of the night in deep and
comfortable sleep.

Sunday August 23
7:00 am

A hearty breakfast of eggs, bacon,
longganiza and mountain rice (brown
rice) were served, until it was time for
us to bid goodbye and thank our fos-
ter parents. It was a short stay but it
meant so much to us.

8:30 am

The delegates were ferried to SAN
ISIDRO for the special mass to be pre-
sided by the SVD Superior General,
REV. FR. ANTONIO PERNIA, SVD. The
church was too small to accommodate
all the delegates who came as far as
the South. Selected delegates were ush-
ered in the church and luckily, I was
one of them . The mass was a special
one so that tribal dances were rendered
by the townsfolk in the opening, offer-
tory, and the Our Father parts. The
readings and gospel were beautifully
sung in an ethnic way. A hundred or
more priests were in attendance which
was a rare moment seeing all of them
converge in one laidback town. In Fr.
Pernia's homily, he specially thanked
the ABRENOS who helped the SVD pio-
neer priests, Fr. Ludwig Beckert and
Fr. Scheiermann, build the cradle of
SVD missionary work in the Philip-
pines. The audience responded with
loud applause.

Fr. Devasagayam Savariyappan, SVD,
the parish priest of San Isidro, broke
the ice in the final part of the mass,
when he started thanking all the people
involved in the celebration but naively
forgot the name of the Vice Provincial
Superiors in the Southern Province. It
took him some time to finally get the
name right - it was Rev. Fr. Eduardo
Rocha, SVD!

1:00 noon

The delegates took off and headed back
home, tired but undoubtedly fulfilled
having that sense of enjoyment of re-
membering, rejoicing and renewing !!!

To the SVD Community - a job well
done indeed for spreading the GOOD
NEWS to the people whose lives you
have touched!!!

THANK YOU and may your tribe con-
tinuously increase!!!

THE  CHRONICLES  OF A BRA
An SVD Centennial Experience

BY L IBERTINE  R UADAP -M ACASPAC

REV. FR. ANTONIO PERNIA, SVD
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The Catholic Educational Associa-
tion of the Philippines once again
proved the power of divine intervention
when a total of 3015 delegates from all
over the country converged in one big
known place, Tent City of Manila Ho-
tel, last September 16-18, for the 69th
annual convention with the theme:
"Hold it in Trust: Leadership as Stew-
ardship". The event was held to pro-
vide an opportunity for Bishops and
Catholic schools to engage in meaning-
ful conversations on stewardship in the
Church and the Country; to share
trends, best practices and strategies
towards better management of educa-
tional institutions; and to provide a fo-
rum for national leaders to present
their platforms on private education
The school was represented by 11 del-
egates comprised of key administrative
officials headed by the Father Presi-
dent.

The first day was a tough one for
the organizers and hotel staff since they
have to cater to throngs of representa-
tives of the more than 1,000 member
schools all over the country. Registra-
tion alone was done for almost four
hours in time for lunch. They have to
pull out additional crew to expedite
serving of lunch. But as Shakespeare
puts it:"all's well that ends well", the
organizers and hotel staff were able to
pull it off together and everyone had a
hearty share of a la carte. There were
not much of activities after lunch ex-
cept for the tribute to the late presi-
dent Cory Aquino which was graced by
no other than the unassuming daugh-
ter, Ballsy. Each day was always cel-
ebrated by a mass culminated by His
Eminence Ricardo Cardinal B. Vidal,
DD, the Archbishop of Cebu, on the last
day.

The second day started with the
business meeting followed by the con-
versations with the bishops and punc-
tuated with the concurrent sessions
done in the Tent City, function rooms
of Manila Hotel and the decks of M/S
Philippines Floating Hotel and /Restau-
rant located adjacent to the Tent City.
There were 13 topics to choose from:
accreditation, sourcing of funds, legal
rights, ethics, quality education, re-
search, quality textbooks and other
related academic topics . I wish I could
have gone to all these interesting ses-
sions so that I can readily share to you
what I have learned, but unfortunately

we were only allowed to attend to one
session and I was enlisted on the topic:
Ensuring Quality of Textbooks. Our
speaker was a very simple man in his
late forties, a little short but who
seemed to come from a mestiso lineage
as manifested by his flawless complex-
ion and his surname. He is the Chair
for the National Book Development
Plan and an Associate Dean of the
School of Goverment in Ateneo de Ma-
nila University, Dr. Dennis T. Gonzales.
He is a self-confessed blogger, teaches
ethics, writes books (Mga Kataga ng
Teolohiya and How to Win an Election)
and a theologian. A holistic man in-
deed, as evidenced by his wide array
of jobs dealing with social, emotional,
mental and spiritual aspects of life. He
concisely explained three points to en-
sure procurement of quality textbooks:
1) DepEd can only issue advisories on
quality books, 2) the institution should
have a clear cut guidelines and poli-
cies on the procurement of quality text-
books which include the tedious review
and evaluation of books before acqui-
sition, and 3) the incentives or perks
offered by book companies should only
come in second to the quality of the
books.

In a nutshell, Dr. Gonzales was em-
phasizing that students should not be
short changed in the delivery of qual-
ity education vis a vis the use of books.
The NBDP offers book evaluation ser-
vices to institutions that are willing to
pay some amount to ensure its qual-

CEAP 2009 NATIONAL CONVENTION
greatly affirms the 3015 stewards of Christ

BY L IBERTINE  R UADAP -M ACASPAC

i ty. It also has its own website
(www.nbdp.gov.ph) where it has access
to their quarterly journal dubbed as
BOOKWATCH, updates on recent pub-
lications, stories about book lovers and
listed books with QUALITY SEAL
AWARDS.

The third day was a bit more of a
relaxed day since there were only two
activities left and of course, my col-
leagues and I were also very eager to
go home after lunch. A concelebrated
mass was held. A message of thanks
was eloquently delivered by the CEAP
president, Msgr. Gerardo O. Santos,
Ed.D..

In his speech, he presented the
three Cs which comprise the key ele-
ments of the association's aspirations
- C- Christ which is associated with
the word PRAYER; C-Church related
to the word Dialogue and the last C for
Community which goes hand in hand
with the word Solidarity.

In closing, he threw a challenge to
the delegates: In Christ we pray for the
Church to serve as linkage to commu-
nication in order to reach the ultimate
goal in life: happiness in solidarity !
Translate these key elements through
AFFIRMATION to bring out the best in
everyone...LEADERSHIP AS STEW-
ARDSHIP---the CEAP's theme is true
to its form indeed!

There you are, AFFIRM ... start to-
day with the person sitting , standing
or lying next to you !

The delegates of  the 69th Annual Convention of the Catholic Educational Association of the
Philippines.
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